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Highest Academic Achiever - Melanie Degarnham Year 10 

Junior Prize Giving 2024

He Puaawai Celebration

On Tuesday, December 10th, 2024, we celebrated the impressive accomplishments of 
our Junior students from Year 9 and Year 10 in a vibrant ceremony held in the school 
hall. The event included lively performances by our talented music students, creating 
a joyful atmosphere for all attendees. The highlight was the award ceremony, where 
each junior award winner was recognised, receiving trophies and certificates in front of 
cheering family members.

We congragulate all the junior award winners and their families for their dedication 
and achievements. Thank you to everyone who joined us to celebrate this important 
milestone. We are excited to see what the future holds for these remarkable individuals!

It has been another busy and fulfilling year for our He 
Puaawai whaanau. Here at He Puaawai, we know that 
the little wins really are the big wins. It is the little things 
that add up, that count, and that create change. We see 
how our young parents support each other, how they 
step up as sisters and aunties and we see the awhi and 
the love that they show all our babies. 

This year, we have welcomed new parents, celebrated the 
births of little ones, and marked significant milestones. 
We have learned and grown together. Juggling parenting 
alongside pursuing academic excellence is no easy task, 
and the courage of our He Puaawai learners to pursue this 
journey is unmatched. All of our young parents deserve 
congratulations for their resilience and achievements.

Highest Academic Achiever  
Junior Mulipola-Temple and Lykyn Mackie-Whanga Year 9 



   Western Community News – Huitānguru / February 2025   7

Nau mai haere mai! 
Welcome to Fraser!

All the photos on social media

@FraserHighSchool

On the 30th and 31st of January, we joyfully welcomed our 
new Year 9 students and their whaanau to our kura with a 
poowhiri. It was a heartwarming occasion, filled with laughter 
and excitement as we embraced the start of a new school 
year. The atmosphere was brimming with energy, and it was 
wonderful to see everyone back, refreshed and ready to learn 
after a blissful summer break under the sun. We wrapped up 
our Year 9 Start Days with a lively session of tabloid sports. 
The friendly competition brought an air of exhilaration, 
allowing students to bond, forge new friendships, and create 
lasting memories. The following Monday Febuarary 3 we 
shared our first official day as a whole school.

Part of the whaanau
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 Youth National Touch  
Championships 2025
From Friday 7th to Sunday 9th February 
2025, at Pulman Park, Auckland, the Youth 
National Touch Championship took place. 
We are proud to have had 9 Fraser students 
compete in the tournament and we’d also 
like to acknowledge some of our past 
students who are also competing at this 
national level. It is great seeing our students 
pursue their passions in sport. Tournaments 
and competitions like this are great ways 
to strengthen character, build relationships, 
and develop skills.

Last year’s junior sportsperson of the year 
Russy Elkington played for the Waikato 
Under 16s Team and finished 4th. Sonny Ray 
Raheke-Rahui played in the Waikato Under 
16 Development Team. In the Waikato 
Under 16 Mixed Team there were 6 Fraser 
students TJ Simon, Michael Kerehhoma 
Ahuriri, Willym Muru Cooper, Hineana 
Kahi-Watene, Wairemu Herbert, and the 
team placed 6th. Malachi Ormsby competed 
in the Waikato Under 18 Boys Team and 
they placed 4th.  Teina Hepi played in the 
Waikato Under 18 Girls Team, they placed 
first and won gold. 

We also have a few Fraser Alumni and 
current students playing in the Waikato 21 
Mixed Team which will compete in the 
next few weeks Sani Lemaua, Noah Tomu, 
Tiualu Makoni and Kaiya Williams along 
with a current student Luca Van Den Berg.

Check out the games on the game recordings 
on the Touch Nationals website and there 
will be highlights coming to Instagram soon.
Photographs captured by Matua ALF 
and sourced from the Instagram page 
OneTakeMedia @0tm_13

It is with pleasure that we announce the 
Fraser High School Head Students for 
2025 pictured from left to right: Emilia  
Herrera-Kennedy, Ashana-Rae Eketone, 
Levi Smith, and Siakumi Fakavai. This 
group of young leaders is full of potential 
and we can’t wait to see how their leadership 
skills continue to shine this year.
Here is a message from one of our head students:

“Hello everyone, I’m Emilia, and I am 
thrilled to be one of your head students for 
2025. Over the course of the year, I hope to 
meet and connect with as many of you as 
possible, whether that be through a friendly 
conversation or answering any questions you 
may have. I am excited to discover all the 
great things this year has to offer everyone. 
I am filled with gratitude to witness your 
growth as we continue on our paths at Fraser 
and build a wonderful year together.”

Meet Our Head Students

8



   Western Community News – Huitānguru / February 2025   

Welcome to Fraser Adult Community Education (Fraser 
ACE), where fun and learning come together! Whether you’re 
starting your learning journey, mastering new skills, exploring 
creativity, or connecting with a diverse community, we offer 
exciting courses to spark your curiosity and help you grow.

Culinary Courses: Barista Skills, Chinese Cooking, Easy 
Korean Cooking, Taste of Indian Cooking, Cake Decorating, 
and Vietnamese Cuisine.

Creative Arts Painting, Book Binding, Knitting with Peggy, 
Hooked on Crochet, Weaving (Contemporary Korowai, 
Taaniko, and Flax).

Digital Skills Introduction to Computers, MS Excel for Work, 
and XERO Accounting.

Personal Development ADHD & Me with Steffi, Death 
Literacy - Preparing for the End of Life, Public Speaking with 
Confidence, and ESOL - English Language.

Business and Entrepreneurship Introduction to Small Business 
& Entrepreneurship,  Beekeeping (Hybrid), 

Gardening and Design Home Gardening, Garden Design, and 
Kitchen Design.

Music Guitar for Beginners & Intermediate.

Language Courses Chinese Language for Beginners, Simply 
Spanish, Spanish - Intermediate, NZ Sign Language (Levels 
1A, 1B, 1C).

Unique Offerings Beekeeping (Hybrid),  
Hands-On Workshops Woodworking (All Levels, Building 
a Side Table, Art of  Kumiko Boxes), Woodturning (Day 
& Night Classes). SheWeld: Women’s Welding, Welding, 
Photography DSLR (Level 1 & 2).

Join Us! At Fraser ACE, every course is an opportunity 
to learn, grow, and connect. Dive into something new and 
discover your next passion today!

Fraser Adult Community Education, Fraser High School 72 
Ellicott Road, Hamilton

Phone: 07 846 8624 
Email: comed@fraser.school.nz 
Enrol now! 
https://www.fraserace.ac.nz/com-edu/all-courses

Discover the Joy of Learning at Fraser Adult Community 
Education, Fraser High Scool! Term 2 starting 28th April 2025
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Thank you Apollo Projects 
for supporting our sports community with 
the Apollo Projects Sports Grant! 

We strongly encourage our students to apply 
for the Apollo Projects Sports Grant which 
is up to $500 per applicant per annum. The 
sponsorship is a great way to enable all 
students to participate in sports; to make 
sport a healthy lifestyle choice, at school, 
and throughout their life.

For more information or to apply please 
check the Newssheet or find the application 
link on our Fraser High School social media. www.fraser.school.nz

New Fraser Website
Scan here to check it out:
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This year’s Aiga Tasi Fiafia Night, titled “We Are the Moana,” 
was a vibrant celebration of our Pacific languages, culture, 
and identity. The highlight of the evening were the Miss A1 
representatives, who showcased the beauty and uniqueness of 
each of our island nations through stunning performances and 
cultural displays. 

Families and students gathered to share their pride in our 
heritage, enjoying traditional dances, songs, and storytelling 
that brought our cultures to life. 

“We Are the Moana” celebrated our diversity and strengthened 
our community bonds. It was a night filled with joy and 
inspiration, reminding us of the importance of embracing and 
preserving our rich traditions.

We Are the Moana


